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THE ORIGIN OF MARRIAGE 

 
We will study seven aspects of the Origin of Marriage which comes from Toledoth I (Gen.2:4-4:26).   
 

“In all the Hebrew Scriptures there is no single word for the estate of marriage, or to express the  
abstract idea of wedlock.” (Unger, Bible Dictionary, pg.697) 

 
1. However, there is a special Hebrew phrase used by Moses for marriage. 

 
(Gen.2:24) “For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined (cleave) to 
his wife; and they shall become one flesh.”    [Leave and Cleave to become One] 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Later it is called “taking a wife” (Gen.4:19 (Lamech); (Gen.6:2; 11:29; 20:2-3; 21:21; 24:2). 
 
Jesus referred to Gen.2:18-25 as the marriage passage in (Matt.19:1-10) while in a discussion on 
divorce, adding a neology (a new concept, idea) to (Gen.2:24). 
 

(Matt.19:6)“What therefore God has joined together (suzeugnumi/ a.a.ind.3ps), let no man separate 
(chorizo/ p.a.impv.3ps) (the yoking together).”  Marriage is a union for life. 

 
2. When you examine Gen.2:18-25, you discover three speakers. 

 
We will use the three speakers and their messages to outline the Origin of Marriage. Please take notes. 

 
• First Speaker (Gen.2:18-22)  The Lord God  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Second speaker (Gen.2:23)  Adam 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Third speaker (Gen.2:24-25)  Moses the writer 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Two different math formulas showing the difference between being single and being married.   
 

• Single Math (1+1=2) “It is not good for man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for 
him.” (Gen.2:18, 20-22) 

 
• Marital math (1+1=1) “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and be joined 

(cleave) tohis wife; and they shall become one flesh.” (Gen.2:24) 
 



• Jesus’ neology “Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What God has joined 
together, let no man separate.” (Matt.19:6) 

 
 
4. Paul gave an exception of marital separation without divorce in (1 Cor.7:10-11). 
 

Pay special attention to the following six points of instructions before divorce of two believers. 
 

• But to the married I give instruction, not I, but the Lord,  
• that the wife should not leave (me chorizo/ a.p.infin) the husband.  
• But if (3cc) she does leave (chorizo/ a.p.subj) the husband must not crush the wife’s free will 

(Gal.5:1, 13-15) It should not be the husband’s way or the highway, Note two commands: 
• she must remain (meno/ p.a.impv/ command) unmarried, 
• or else be reconciled (katallasso/ a.p.impv) to her husband,  
• and that the husband should not divorce (me aphiemi/ p.a.infin) her.”  

 
WHY? 

 
In summarizing Eph.5:22-33, Paul wrote, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 
shall be joined (cleave) to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh (Gen.2:24). This mystery is great; 
but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. Nevertheless, each individual among you 
also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.”  

 
 
5. Becoming married is identified by three different titles based on the bride and groom’s relation to 

the wedding ceremony. 
 

• Before the wedding  (Gen.2:18-23a)  Single man (alone/ ha adam)  

o Single woman (ishah/ 2:23) 

      ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

• During the wedding  (Gen.2:23b-24a) Groom (ish) (of ha adam) 

o Bride (ishah) Helper suitable (Gen.2:20) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• After the wedding  (Gen.2:24b-25) Husband (ha adam) 

o wife (ishah) 

      ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Pay special attention to what Jesus commands the married couple: 

 
“So, they are no longer two, but one flesh. 

What therefore GOD has joined together let no man separate (chorizo/ p.a.impv.3ps).” 


